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Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter: 

Applicant(s) claimed invention to a molded article for use 

capable of being manipulated and distorted from its original shape when placed 

in the mouth of a child and exposed to the child's saliva but capable of regaining 

its original shape after distortion wherein said molded article comprises a 

poly(alkylene carbonate) having a glass transition temperature from about 15 C 

to about 40 C wherein said poly(alkylene carbonate) comprises a blend of two or 

more poly(alkylene carbonate) wherein the poly(alkylene carbonates) are 

selected form the group consisting of polyethylene carbonates), poly(buytylene 

carbonate) and poly( propylene carbonate), and wherein said molded article is 

free from toxic plasticizers or softening aids. 

The crux of the invention lies in the discovery that the particular molded 
polymeric material affords an article which is free of toxic plasticizers, has 
softness, flexibility, abrasion resistance, durability, superior coloring and 
weather resistance properties which would allow the article to be safely placed in 
the mouth of a child particularly children under the age of 3 years old. Such has 
neither been anticipated by nor made obvious from the prior art. The art of 
record demonstrates other produced in the art which do not, however, contain 
the advantages as mentioned and neither avoid the problems commonly 
associated therewith. See specification pages 2 and 3. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the Issue Fee. Such submissions should be clearly 
labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

In line 3 page 1 of the specification the application has been amended as 
follows: 



-This application is a Continuation of 10/061 ,776 filed 02/01/2002 now US 
Patent 6,680,359 which is a Continuation of 09/469,599 filed 12/21/1999 now 
abandoned-. 
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Correspondence 

Please note that the cited U.S. patents and patent application 
publications are available for download via the Office's PAIR. As an 
alternate source, aj| U.S. patents and patent application publications are 
available on the USPTO web site ( www.uspto.aov ). from the Office of Public 
Records and from commercial sources. Applicants may be referred to the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at http://www.uspto.aov/ebc/ index html 
or 1-866-217-9197. 4 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Examiner Terressa Boykin whose telephone 
number is 571 272-1069. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
through Friday from 6:30am to 3:00pm. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. The general information number for 
listings of personnel is ( 571-272-1700). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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